Algonquin Provincial Park
Access #4 July 5-23, 2011

Base campingn Sawyer & Raiwith day-trips into surroundingareas

My brother and | have been doing annual pilgrimages AlgonquinParkfor the pastfive years We have
historically explored the South Eastegnadrantof the park through Access #17Wedecided this year tdry
somewherecompletelynew. Exploring the South Westerorridor, thru Access #4

As with all of our trips, we did a lot oésearchand debatingover ourroute during the "down time" of the
winter months We researched extensivelgnd obtained valuable information from many, which helped
shapeour 2011trip.

This year wagoing to be speciainceour trip would be limited to my immediate family. 6 brotherBob his
son David and me, Andy W.9nce we had an odd numbegoing this time, | wanted to use this as an
opportunity to learna little about whatit's like to solo before venturing out on my ownsometimein the
future. | learned a lotand am glad | did a dryun beforehand.The advice | received frorthe Algonquin
AdventuresForum turned out to bevery accurateand valuable | would also like to take this opportunity to
thank Barry Bridgeford for lauhing and sustaining such an informative, quality forum amthankall of the
AA'rs who responded to myanyinquiriesposted throughout the year

This is myirst Trip Report andontributionto Algonquin Adventureand| hopeothers will enjoy the read

Plans were laid, provisions madmd finally, for close to a yeaprior, we werefinally on our way back to
Algonquin!
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Friday, July 5th - Although thelength of our drive up to
Kearneywas long we were running on adrenalin anc
anxious to get backnto Algonquin and the wilderness
the three of usso neededto return to.

We had sunnykiesthe entire ride up andran into light
traffic skirting around Toronto. We usually experience a
lot of congestion with stop-and-go traffic, so it was a
pleasant surprise to be able to brees@rough Toronto
this year

Our originalthought wasto rent the cabinat Access#4 for
Friday evenindpefore heading into theinterior, but asluck
= would have it, it was alreadyookedmonths in advance

«2~0 R[O : : = Rather than figuring out a@ampingspot, we decidé to
(@) B'B % . 2 splurge and spend the evening at a B&Bclosdo the park
u‘]636-_5228 &= @™ s possibleWeended up staying aEcho Ridge B&BPrice
A — | was reasonable, thproprietor Amy was extremelgordial &
helpful. Accommodationsvere well appointed Comfortable
beds spacious rooms and very cleahwould recommend
this establishment to others.

Saturday July Bth - Stillrunningon adrenalinand anxious to get goingve got upat 5:30AM, loadedup the SUVYand
headedinto the park The morning couldn't have welcomed us magmacefully Cool(58 F)morning mist, and slight

breeze The road inwas well maintainedmaking quick progres©©n our way in, we were greeted witla bounty of
scenery and wildlifeWhat a way to start our trip !




Me,
Starting up “the narrows”
on Rain Lake

We finallyarrived at 6:30 AMand headedto Sawer Lake
to set up a base campfor the 1st half of the trip The
weatherwas awesomgwith mist coming offthe smooth
glass surfaeof the water. A perfect morningfor paddling.
We traversedthe north eastern side of Sayer, ending up
on a reasonablynice siteby 9:30 AM. We st up camp
andwent outto try our luck fishingbefore sunset| struck
out fishingfor lake trout but Bob and Davidhad success
catching (and releasing a few nice small mouth bass,
averaging 17".
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We had dinner arond the campfirehis evening and enjoyeda beautiful sunset We headedff to bed around10:45

PM, content and happy to be back in the park.




Sunday, July 17th As | tend to be an early riser, | got up at 6ABtarted coffee anchad breakfaststarted for the
guy's. Got everyone up and by08 AM atea hearty meahnd headedoff to explore Jubilee Other thancatching (and
releasing) a fewemall mouth basgplus onesalamandey), the onlyother thing that we caught were leeche(uck The
leechesappeared to bguvenile as they were only 1/4 inch in lengthidn't take much time to extract them from my
foot. At the time,l wasn't thinking about this as a photo opportunityjth them hanging on ta@et a"foot-hold' and
suck some blood out of m@@un intended) | just wantedto get these buggersff of me as soon as paste!
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Juwbilee had a lot oftravelersthis Sunday Camperswvere packing up and headingut and large groups were also
coming in forthe start oftheir trip. Temperature was heating up too, hovering aroundd&grees F With the heat, so
too came thewind, making it tougheto paddleand keep up with Bob and David
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While Boband Davidtried their luck fishingl decided to hikedownto JuanLake. On the way down, | wasstartled by
commotion in the underbrush to my lefiVhateverit was, it washeadedright towardsme! What the heck???Then,no

further than 3 feetfrom of me, appears
a Rough Grousé full strut! From her
behavior it appeared she was
challenging me tatay clear oher turf. |
didn't want to disturb her, thinking a
nest was the reason fotthis behavior
So, after a quick picture, ¢ontinued
down the path. But of all things, she
continued to harass meand display
aggressive behavor. | have never
experienced thisunusualattitude from
a Grousdn all of my years in the woods
Usually whenl would come up ona
grouse it would thunder off, flying
away from me It was a really
memorable experiencethat | will never
forget. Coming back from Juan, | togfecial carenot to disturbthe areabut shewasno longerthere. Sa'm uncertain
why she behaved that way.




Onour way backo camp the winds picked up stiffly and g
| was having a tough time keeping up with Bob ar’
David | didn't realize how muclslower it was soloing
than tandem I'm certain my lack ofexperience
contributed to my slowprogressas well

Sunday evening brought anothdreauiful sunset and |
with it, cooler temperatures, hovering around3
degrees F.

The loons weretalkativethis evening. It walypnoticto
hear one lone Loon, at the southernend of the lake,
WAILING and another, closer to ysanswering with a
TREMOLOTome, it waslike one was sayingVhere are
you?' and the other was sayind'th up here Hurry up!.

Finally, aound 8:30PM, the winds died downWe were
all settled in at camp and didn't feel like going out to fi
so wedecided to sit aroundthe fire, play some cards,
drink a little of our"beveragges of choice" andenjoy
somegood conversation before hitting the sack aroung
11:00 PM. We could hear thunderrumbling in the
distanceand could see lghtning in the far distanceVNe
went to bed wondered which path the storm would
take.

Monday, Julyl8th - At 3:30in the morning,the stormhit us with all of itforce. Heavy rain andhunder boomets &
lighteningall aroundus. We hunkered down in our

tents and rode it outBy5:30,the storm wasdown

to a sprinkleand completely stopped by 6:30l

meﬁm didn't sleep muctoncethe stormcame throughand
9’@ was up getting breakfast readpnce the rain
subsided.
?;D?? W CT::,QP Today was going to be a "day tripping back up to
@ W Jubilee but then pressing on to Juan, Moccasin,
down to see Cranebill, with a detour taheckout
99 Bandit before heading back to camp. It was going to
W oo be a long day but we were all looking forward to

exploringareas we have never before seen.


http://www.learner.org/jnorth/sounds/LoonWail_LangElliott.mp3
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/sounds/loontremolo.wav

There were nosignificantevents for the dayother than spectacular scener@f all the lakes we expled, Moccasin was
my favorite.There are only tw@amp siten the lake withplenty of pretty covesFollowing are some of the photo's we
took along the way Once past Jubilee, we only sdweamperon Moccasin for thentire day. Not another person until
coming back to Jubilee
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Last camp site before portage to Islet

It was a long daygovering a lot of ground andie were pretty tired once getting back to camp.waswell worth the
effort to experience places we have nevmren tobefore. It was time now for some dinner sitting around the camp fire

and watching another beautiful sunset.

Tuesday, July 19thToday was going to b&slow day, staying on Sawyerlt wasturning into anotherbeautiful day
with sunny skies and warm weatheklthoughSawyer isa

pretty lake there was way too much traffiéqr our taste) foen take

going onwith folks headedn and out of the parkFishing

wasn't much better.l struck out completely and Bob's

only successwas hooking into a lake trout thagot off

next to the canoe. | quickly learned there is an art tc

fishing and taking photos in a solo canoe. Me trying

troll for Lake troutor working the shore lingcasting with

lures became a comedy of errors for meparticularly

when the wind wouldpick up. Shoud anyone have been Wei Lake
watching, they would havéad a good laugh watching

me. Talk about "tastoverload". | never did get the hang

of it the entire week.
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Wednesday, July 20th Todaywasour transitionday. We headedback down to Rain Lakéor the backhalf of our
trip. We gotup early again (6:00 AMdroke camp ancheadeddown to Rain

We saw many nicsites on the way up
to Sawyer and were hopefulto find a
nice one coming back. We had to
traversearounda lot of thelake to find
an opensite but were fortunate to find
a nicespacioussite, with a great entry,
off of Canadian Shield for swimming ani seue e
stargazing. Also with a northern
exposure, we would be able tenjoy
sunrise andsunsets,and someseclusion | "
in a bay.The only drawback was tke

dust As there were no pine needles tc
cover the ground, it was rathetirty.

West
Dolly Lake

By 4:00 PM camp was finally set up.

Bob and David went back to the car to
restockour food supplywhile | stayedat camp, cutting firewood andlakinga dip in the lake(Another hotone at 86
degrees F.)
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Thursday, July 21stwe were upat 6:00
AM, got the coffee going and started
making breakfast. A light rain frorthe
previous night made for a beautiful cool
morning and spectacular sunris&. mug of
hot coffee, home fries, sausage & eggq
(over easy) with some Tabasco to spice
up. Stting by the water's edge with a
beautiful view of the sunrise A-h-h-h !l
What a way to bring in the dayBad though
that we only have 3 more daykft in
paradise. €%

Todaywas going to beanother day trip.. . Rain, upto Hot
Lake, over to Isletjown to see Weedake and stopping for
our lunch breakbackon Islet The 700M portage to Hot Lake
wasn't bad. Not bad, that is, once you climbed Mt. Everest
starting out.

Hot is a small lake but well named. Of all the lakes we fished,
we had the most success dmis lake catching and releasing
small mouth basaveraging12™-14".



